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Military News and More...
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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South Trib-
une’s 2021 Juneteenth 
Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Email sports photos and news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

 Please, remember  those 
who lost lives, First Re-

sponders & U.S. Military 
on the 20th Anniversary of 

 September 11.

Remembering Lance Cpl David 
Lee Espinoza ... from sports page 1 

the sweet peace, your homes, and 
your families. 
  "I am not going on an excursion, 
I know that the life that awaits me 
will be difficult, the most de-
manding that I will have experi-
enced, but I do not think it will be 
as difficult as Washington’s 
crossing of the Delaware and his 
stay at Valley Forge. If it be-
comes just as difficult, so much 
the better, it will be a greater 
honor for our people...” 
  
"Long live Washington! 
"Long live the Star Spangled 
Banner! 
"Long live our raza!” 
A half-century later, a native of 
Edinburg, Texas, volunteered for 
service in the United States Ma-
rines. Alfredo “Freddy” Gonzalez 
was a young man of small stature 
— only 135 pounds — but his 
heart was as big as the Texas that 
made him. In the hellish ordeal of 
Huế, in early 1968, Sergeant 
Freddy Gonzalez performed five 
days of extraordinary battlefield 
heroics, enduring multiple 
wounds, rescuing fellow Ma-
rines, and stopping the enemy 
dead in his tracks. Mortally 
stricken on the fifth day, he made 
his way into the St Jeanne d’Arc 
Catholic parish, and died in the 
arms of his Church. In his home-
town of Edinburg, there are mul-
tiple place names honoring 
Freddy Gonzalez. The Museum 
of South Texas history there hosts 
a modest wing devoted to him: 
his uniform, his papers, his pho-
tographs. South Texas re-
members. 
 That’s south Texas for you. It’s a 
narrative that sometimes con-
founds our identity-fixated ideo-
logues of the modern-day: why 
would a putatively oppressed 
population — of Mexican-Amer-
icans — be so avid in service to 
the United States? There’s a sim-
ple answer to it, rooted in history. 
The south-Texas Mexican-Amer-
icans of Jose de la Luz Saenz’s 
generation lived through an era of 
real bigotry and prejudice. (Al-
though let it be noted that they 
were perfectly capable of giving 
as well as they got: if you don’t 
believe me, look up the phrase 
“Plan de San Diego.”) That ex-
perience, at its depths, had a 
transformative effect. Instead of 
rejecting American values, the 
community at large embraced 
them, doubled down on them, 
and threw forth a class of civic 
leaders determined to assert 
rights in an explicitly American 
context. (A great read on this, by 
the bye, is Benjamin Heber 

Johnson’s 2003 “Revolution in 
Texas.”) One key societal expres-
sion of this was, as Saenz exem-
plified, military service. 
 I can point to my own family his-
tory in this. I have a great-uncle 
who fought at Pearl Harbor. (In 
one of history’s coincidences, I 
have another relative, albeit from 
my Anglo family, who was also 
present that day: he was en-
tombed on the USS Arizona.) I 
have another great-uncle who 
fought on Guam, and endured the 
scarring experience of feigning 
death while Japanese soldiers 
prodded the corpses for survivors 
to kill. I have still another great-
uncle who spent much of the 
1960s cruising off the coast of 
North Vietnam. My own father 
spent most of 1990-1991 in the 
war room in Riyadh. And I, well, 
I’m the least interesting of them: 
I turned in some years in garrison 
at Fort Polk later that decade. 
None of this is unusual or excep-
tional. There are countless south-
Texas families, countless 
Mexican-American families, 
who can say the same. 
 One of them is the family of 
David Lee Espinoza. 
 David Lee Espinoza died on 
Thursday. He was a mere twenty 
years old. He was — is — a Ma-
rine. The photographs of him cir-
culating in media show a young 
man with an earnest face. His 
glasses give him a somewhat 
bookish look, but he has the wiry 
physique of a young man who 
has been forged into shape by the 
timeless methods and attentions 
of his Corps. There is one picture 
in particular that moves me 
deeply: he is in uniform, and he 
has his arm about his mother. Her 
expression is proud. His expres-
sion is a faint smile, but his eyes 
betray real joy. 
 David Lee Espinoza, a son of 
Rio Bravo, Texas — a small 
community upon the Rio Grande 
just south of Laredo — is not 
coming home now. You already 

A list of 13 patriots-soldiers who 
gave their lives in Afghanistan 

By Andrea Scott 
 Editor of Marine Corps Times 

Article from the 
Military Times  Saturday, Aug.  28, 2021 

 
 Eleven Marines, one Navy corpsman and one soldier were “killed as 
the result of an enemy attack while supporting non-combatant evac-
uation operations,” according to a Saturday press release from the 
Department of Defense, which released the names of the U.S. troops. 
 
A Thursday attack outside the Hamid Karzai International Airport 
Kabul, Afghanistan, killed 13 U.S. service members supporting Op-
eration Freedom’s Sentinel. 
 
Maj. Gen. Roger B. Turner Jr., commanding general of the 1st Marine 
Division, said in a Saturday statement, “I extend my deepest, heartfelt 
condolences to the families, friends and loved ones of the 1st Marine 
Division servicemen who lost their lives while heroically safeguard-
ing the evacuation of thousands of U.S citizens and faithful allies from 
Hamid Karzai International Airport.  
 They “paid the ultimate price to defend our nation and extend the 
reach of freedom beyond our shores. We cherish the legacy these war-
riors leave behind and commit our resources to support the wounded 
and bereaved.” 
 The servicemen were members of 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment, currently forward-deployed with the Special Purpose Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force–Crisis Response–Central Command, which 
deployed in February and is scheduled to return later this fall, Turner 
said in a statement. 
 “They were tasked to assist with the evacuation of the U.S. Embassy, 
U.S. citizens, special immigrant visa applicants, and those Afghans 
who worked alongside us, served alongside of us, and provided in-
valuable assistance to us,” Turner said. 
 
 The names were released 24 hours after families of the deceased were 
notified. 
 
For the Marine Corps, the deceased are: 
 
• Sgt. Johanny Rosario Pichardo, 25, of Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
assigned to 5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade, Naval Support Activ-
ity Bahrain. 
 “Her service was not only crucial to evacuating thousands of women 
and children, but epitomizes what it means to be a Marine: putting 
herself in danger for the protection of American values so that others 
might enjoy them,” Marine 1st Lt. John “Jack” Coppolasaid told the 
Boston Globe Saturday in a statement. “She is a hero, and her legacy 
will never be forgotten.” 
 
•Sgt. Nicole L. Gee, 23, of Sacramento, California, assigned to Com-
bat Logistics Battalion 24, 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 
Gee entered active duty in the Marine Corps in 2017, according to a 
Facebook post from II Marine Expeditionary Force. 
She was a ground electronics transmission systems maintainer as-
signed to Combat Logistics Battalion 24, a subordinate unit of Com-
bat Logistics Regiment 27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force. 
Her previous assignments include recruit training at Parris Island, 
South Carolina; School of Infantry–East in Camp Lejeune, North Car-
olina; Aviation Accession & Primary Military Occupational Specialty 
School in Pensacola, Florida; and Marine Corps Communications-
Electronics School in Twentynine Palms, California, according to II 
MEF. Her military awards include the Marine Corps Good Conduct 
Medal and the National Defense and Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medals. 
 
• Staff Sgt. Darin T. Hoover, 31, of Salt Lake City, Utah. 
His military occupational specialty was 0369, infantry unit leader. 
His awards and decorations include the Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, Certificate of Commendation (Individual), Marine Corps 
Good Conduct Medal, Letter of Appreciation, Meritorious Mast, 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, NATO Medal-ISAF Afghanistan, Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbon and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. Additional 
awards pending approval may include Purple Heart, Combat Action 
Ribbon and Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, according to a 1st Ma-
rine Division press release. 
 
• Cpl. Hunter Lopez, 22, of Indio, California, a rifleman. 
His awards and decorations include a Certificate of Appreciation, Ma-
rine Corps Good Conduct Medal, Letter of Appreciation, Meritorious 
Mast, National Defense Service Medal, Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and Global War 
on Terrorism Service Medal. Additional awards pending approval 
may include Purple Heart, Combat Action Ribbon and Sea Service 

This week America lost 13 of our bravest citizens. They knew there 
was a threat of an attack and they carried out their mission anyway. 
Heroic -- the only way to describe their actions. We honor their legacy 
and the sacrifice that they made on behalf of this great nation. To the 
13 new Gold Star families, please know your loved ones died as he-
roes and we will always honor their memories. 
John 15:13: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” Cong. Kevin McCarthy, House Minority Leader 

know the story: as he and his fel-
low servicemembers struggled to 
perform their mission of mercy 
at the Kabul airport, a suicide 
bomber detonated his vest. The 
price paid in lives: over one hun-
dred sixty Afghan nationals, 
twelve Marines, and one sailor. 
 The Homestead is an email list 
about Texas history, Texas iden-
tity, and Texas culture, so I won’t 
go deep into the politics of all 
this. What I will share is this: I 
didn’t know David Lee Espi-
noza, and I don’t presume to 
speak for him or his grieving 
family. But I do know where he’s 
from. I know the context of his 
region, his community, and his 
Texas. I know that our entire 
country, from the Rio Grande to 
the Red River, is peopled by 
families and communities like 
his. I know their hearts. I know 
they’ll give their sons for a just 
cause. They always have. Texas, 
wrote T.R. Fehrenbach, was 
“born in blood in a primordial 
land,” and Texans have been 
willing to make the sacrifices for 
our freedom — and the freedom 
of others — over and over. From 
the storming of Matamoros, to 
the crossing of the Rapido, to the 
crowded gates of the airport at 
Kabul, Texans have always been 
there. 
 We, almost uniquely among 
Americans now, understand that 
there are times to fight. 
 David Lee Espinoza stands in a 
long line of heroes, and our task 
is to deserve him — just as we 
must deserve Freddy Gonzalez, 
just as we must deserve Jose de 
la Luz Saenz, just as we must de-
serve the heroes of the Alamo, 
just as we must deserve every 
Texan who died so that we may 
live. Texas is imperfect. Texans 
are imperfect. But I know we’ll 
do this one thing. We’ll get it 
right. It’s who we are. 
 But there are those who don’t 
deserve him. They are the hap-
less, incompetent leadership who 
placed him in that fatal moment 
at the airport gate. We Texans 
give our sons, and in return, we 
trust that they will be led with 
competence, with wisdom, with 
honor. When that doesn’t happen 
— when young men die at 
Kabul’s airport because of a sit-
uation created mostly by blun-
dering in Washington, D.C., then 
a trust is violated, and a faith is 
broken. 
 A reckoning must ensue. 
 David Lee Espinoza, USMC, 
2001-2021 

 *** 
 

Joshua Treviño is the editor of 
the Homestead Newsletter from 
the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion of  Austin, Texas. You may 
contact him at jtrevino@texaspo-
licy.com

David Lee Espinoza, a son of 
Rio Bravo, Texas — a small 
community upon the Rio 
Grande just south of Laredo 
— is not coming home now. 
You already know the story: 
as he and his fellow service-
members struggled to per-
form their mission of mercy at 
the Kabul airport, a suicide 
bomber detonated his vest. 
The price paid in lives: over 
one hundred sixty Afghan na-
tionals, twelve Marines, and 
one sailor. 

Please see sports page 4

Statement from Cong. McCarthy, House 
Minority Leader on America’s 13


